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A "How Do | Begin Flying?” Write-up!

This article provides a concise guide to help you start flying your model aircraft safely and in compliance with regulations. For more in-depth
information, please follow this link.

Soaring Safely: A First-Time Flyer’s Guide to Model Aviation

Welcome to the exciting world of model aviation! If you're a first-time flier, you're about to embark on a thrilling journey. But before you take to the
skies, it's important to understand the rules and guidelines that ensure a safe and enjoyable experience. Here's a step-by-step guide to help you
get started and stay compliant.

Step 1: Register Your Aircraft

Before you can start flying, you need to register your model aircraft with the Federal Aviation Administration (FAA). If your aircraft weighs more
than 0.55 pounds (250 grams), head over to the FAA Drone Zone to complete the registration. Once registered, make sure to label your aircraft
with the provided registration number. This step is crucial for accountability and safety.

Step 2: Take the TRUST Test

All recreational flyers must pass the TRUST (The Recreational UAS Safety Test). This free online test covers basic safety and legal requirements. It’s
quick and easy, and you can take it through an FAA-approved test administrator, like the Academy of Model Aeronautics (AMA). Passing this test
ensures you understand the fundamental rules of flying.

Step 3: Join a Community-Based Organization (CBO)

Joining a CBO, such as the AMA, provides numerous benefits. As a member, you'll have access to resources, training, and flying sites. The AMA also
offers liability insurance and adheres to FAA safety guidelines, giving you peace of mind as you fly.

Step 4: Follow Safety Guidelines

Adhering to safety guidelines is essential. The AMA Safety Code includes important rules like maintaining visual line of sight, avoiding flying over
people, and respecting no-fly zones. These rules are designed to keep you and others safe.

Step 5: Use Designated Flying Sites

Whenever possible, use AMA-designated flying fields. These sites are chosen for your safety and suitable for model aircraft flying. Always check
with the AMA club officer or safety officer to ensure your operations are permitted at this location.

Step 6: Pre-Flight Checklist

Before each flight, inspect your aircraft for any damage or issues. Ensure all components are secure and functioning properly. Also, check the
weather conditions to make sure it’s safe to fly. Avoid flying in high winds, rain, or other adverse conditions.

Step 7: Obtain Airspace Authorization if Necessary

If you plan to fly within controlled airspace, you must first obtain FAA Authorization through LAANC (Low Altitude Authorization and Notification
Capability). This helps prevent any potential conflicts with manned aircraft and ensures a safe flying environment.

Step 8: Respect Privacy and Property

Always respect the privacy of others and avoid flying over private property without permission. Be mindful of public spaces and avoid flying over
crowds or events. This consideration helps maintain a positive image of the model aviation community.

Step 9: Stay Informed

Laws can change, so it’s important to stay updated on any new rules or guidelines. The AMA and FAA websites are excellent resources for the
latest information. Staying informed ensures you remain compliant and can continue to enjoy your flying hobby without any issues.

Ready to Fly?

By following these steps, you will be well-prepared to enjoy the thrill of model aviation safely and responsibly. Remember, the key to a great flying
experience is not just skill, but also adherence to safety and regulatory guidelines. So, get your aircraft ready, join a local club, and take to the skies
with confidence. Happy flying!
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